Oral health sciences (preventive dentistry) is a discipline that has been established and developed with the aim of promoting the oral health of the general public. With that in mind, it is extremely important for us to revisit the history and philosophy that are embodied in our profession and to ponder the directions in which the discipline may go forward.
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Oral health sciences (preventive dentistry) is a discipline that has been established and developed with the aim of promoting the oral health of the general public. With that in mind, it is extremely important for us to revisit the history and philosophy that are embodied in our profession and to ponder the directions in which the discipline may go forward.
In retrospect, the present situation can be considered the outcome of collective efforts made over the past 50 years by many of our predecessors, who dedicated themselves to practicing the philosophy of promoting oral health among the general public. In the pursuit of such values, the definitions and core concepts of preventive dentistry were established in the 1970s and 1980s. During this time, emphasis was placed on developing public oral health programs suitable for the Korean population by surveying the status of oral health practices and seeking the proper methods to address these challenges. In the 1990s, the focus shifted to conducting various research projects with the specific aim of looking into the cause of and methods to prevent oral disease, particularly dental caries and periodontitis. The 2000s were marked by research efforts that aimed to increase the quality of life of the public in relation to their oral health, and to investigate the relationship between oral health and whole body health. Recently, more research efforts are being made to improve the oral health of multicultural families and individuals with disabilities, to fulfill our important role within society, develop customized oral health promotion programs for individuals and specific populations at each stage of life, and pursue multidisciplinary convergence and research. Given the changes occurring in the health care environment, the time has come to deeply contemplate how the current values of our discipline should evolve in the future and to prepare for that future.
To that end, all Society members will need to be advocates for and representatives of the philosophy and values of preventive dentistry, and as such, should propose and emphasize the ethical direction of dentistry. This will enable us to actualize our philosophy and lay the groundwork for our country to develop into a true welfare state.
December 2016
